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3.1.5. ORIGIN OF THE ROYAL POWER

As in the Near East, where the kings claim their power and legitimacy
from the gods, and often a particular god, the relationship between
Ahuramazda and the king occupies a prominent position in the Old Persian
inscriptions, the purpose of which, as is usual with royal inscriptions, was to
legitimate the rule of the king: it was bestowed upon him by the supreme
god and was acquired through legitimate succession.

In the Achaemenid inscriptions it is Ahuramazda who makes the kings,
and he does this in return for the kings’ worship by conferring upon them
xSaca “power.” The standard formula is:

Auramazda ... xsacam mana frabara Ahuramazda gave me the power (or:
realm).

For similar formulas in Ancient Near Eastern texts, cf.

From the reign of Tiglath-pileser I (1114-1076 B.C.E.): “Great gods,
managers of heaven (and) underworld, ... who make great the sovereignty
of Tiglath-pileser, ... upon him you set the exalted crown, you grandly
established him for sovereignty over the land of the god Enlil ...” (Grayson,
1991, pp. 12-13).

From the reign of Ashurnasirpal II (883-859 B.C.E.): “At that time my
sovereignty, my dominion, (and) my power came forth at the command of
the great gods” (ibid., p. 239).

The Indo-Iranian formulaic heritage is illustrated by examples such as the
following.

In the Avesta x§aBra belongs to several deities, but especially to Ahura
Mazdi, as implicit in Y. 8.5:26

vasasca tii Ahura Mazda ustaca xsaésa
hauuangm damangm vaso apo vaso
uruuard vasé vispa vohii afacifra
xsaiiamnam asauuanam daiiata
axSaiiamnam druuantam

May you, Ahura Mazda, rule at will and
wish over your own creations. .

Put at will, o waters, at will, o plants, at
will, o all good things who *contain the
seed of Order, the follower of Order in
power, the follower of the Lie out of
power.2’
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26 In the Gabas the ahuras are the bestowers of “power” (Y. 29.10): yiZom aéibiio ahura aogo
data a§a xsabramca auuat “You (all), o Ahuras, give to these (here) strength according to

Order, as well as that power.”

27 If the “power” belonged to the Lie, then (Y¢. 13.12) yeisi zi mé ndit tdaidit upastgm wyrd
aSaongm frauua$aiié noit mé ida djhat.tam pasu vira *ya sté saradangm vahista drujé aogara
drujo x$aBram drujo astuud aphu$ dghat “for, if the strong fravashis of the followers of
Order had not brought me support, then the cattle and men here would not have been mine,
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