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3.4.3. THEKING’S “SOCIO-LEGAL” RESPONSIBILITIES

~Among the more-pressing social matters broached by Darius in his
inscriptions is the relationship between the weak and the powerful. This, too,
has clear Avestan parallels, cf. DNb 8-11:

*naimd kama taya skauOis
tunuvantahaya radiy mifa kariyais
naimd ava kama taya tunuva skauOais
radiy mi6a kariyais

With this cf. Y. 47.4:

kasauscit nd ajauné ka0s aphat

isuuacit hqs paraos ako draguudité

and DSe 37-41:

*datam taya mana hacd avana tarsatiy
ya6a haya tauviya tayam skau@im naiy
Jjantiy naiy vimardatiy

Cf. also Y. 57.10 (to SraoSa):

yo driyaosca driuuiidsca amauuat
nmanam hqm.tasti ... yo AéSmam
staraBfata snaibisa vixriimantam x'aram
Jainti

atca hé basa kamaradom jaynuud paiti
x'aphaiieiti yaa aoja naidiidghom

It is not my desire that a weak (man)
should be wronged by a mighty (one),
nor is it my desire that a mighty (man)
should be wronged by a weak (one).

The man of a little, for how long shall
he be for the benefit of the follower of
Order,

and the bad one who possesses much,
(for how long shall he be) for the benefit
of the follower of the Lie?

the law which is mine, that he fears, so
that he who is stronger does not crush the
weak nor wipe (him) out.

who timbers the strong home of the poor
man and woman ... who strikes Fury a
bloody wound with (his) paralyzing
weapon. And then, having struck, again
and again he thrashes at its head, like a
strong one an inferior one.

In the last pair of examples we notice two formulaic parallels involving “the

mighty” and “the weak™:

STRONG
OPers.  tunuvant- mi@a kariyais
Av. isuuant- parao$§ __anhat draguudité

ON THE SIDE OF EVIL AGAINST WEAK (ON THE SIDE OF GOOD)

skau@i-

kasu- agauné aghat

In the second example the pair aojd nadidiiagham, although used to
describe SraoSa’s punitive action, still is in the context of “protection of the






