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1. Introductory

The eschatological aspect of the Old Iranian religion is generally regarded
as one of the most important innovations introduced by Zaratustra. One of
the central terms referring to eschatological events is Avestan saosiiant-.
This term has been considered rightly by KELLENS in his important article
on the subject to be “au cceur du probléme de la sotériologie mazdéenne”,
but finally -he concluded that saosiiant- “ne peut suffire a I’élucider. Il
faudra un jour établir si elle résulte d’un développement secondaire ou de la
réapparition d’une vieille croyance” (Stlr 3 [1974], 209). With these words,
KELLENS has well described the central problem connected with the Avestan
notion of saosiiant-. For it seems that in the Gathas saosiiant- has a broader
meaning than it has in the Younger Avesta, and even more than the term
has in Pahlavi. As it was already observed by LOMMEL (1930, 230) the
number of SaoSiiants decreases gradually from- the Gathic period down to
the Sasanian period, where Pahlavi sosyans is used in particular as a proper
name of the “final Saviour who will bring about frasagird” .
BARTHOLOMAE (1904, 1551-2) was influenced by the meaning of Pah-
lavi sosyans when he thought that Gathic saoSiiant- also meant ‘saviour’
(‘Retter’). HELMUT HUMBACH maintained in an article published first in
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