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e Azerbaijani Population

In the Republic of Azerbaijan, ethnic Azerbaijanis account for close to 91
percent of the population of 8.1 million.! In the neighbaring Republic of
Georgia, there are approximately 300,000 Azerbaijanis. Estimates of the
number of Azerbaijanis in Turkey range between 300,000 and 2 million.
This group is concentrated in northeast Turkey, predominantly in the area
of Kars and Igdir? In Iraq, there are an estimated 300,000-500,000 Turkic
speakers whom Baku considers Azerbarjanis. No data has been obtained
om their self-identiby.

Approximately half of the population of ran is non-Persian. In the
Pahlavi period and under the Islamic Republic, the Iranian governments
have not published census information regarding the primary language
or ethnic identity of citizens, so the ethnic breakdown cannot be precsely
determined. Moreover, the subjective self-identification of the population
of Iran is inherently fluid. The approxmate ethnic breakdown of
non-Persians in lran is: Azerbaijanis and tribal Turks (20-30 percent);
Kurds (9 percent), Baluchis (3 percent), Arabs (2.5 percent), Turkmen (1.5
percent).® Many of the ethnic minorities are concentrated in specific prov-







