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The Middle Persian inscription dated in the
27th year of the reign of Shapur II (309-379), son
of Hormazd II (302-309), grandson of Narseh
(293-302), found at Meshkin(shahr) has since its
first publications received but scant attention.
The reason is no doubt the lack of satisfactory
photographs.! Sadly, before photographs were
taken, the inscription was retouched, turning
the less legible passages into gibberish. The un-
satisfactory photographs in fact allowed Henrik
S. Nyberg to read an additional, older inscrip-
tion between the lines.> As can be seen from the
photographs published here, there is no other
inscription.

Richard N. Frye traveled to the site in 1967
and made copies of the inscription, but, since
Gerd Gropp had arrived earlier, the publication
was entrusted to him. Frye did, however, take a
latex squeeze of the inscription, of which photo-
graphs were made. As these are the only reliable
photographs of the inscription and since the in-
scription is now, we are told, no longer visible,
they obviously deserve to be published. It is our
great pleasure to offer this piece of Sasanian epig-
raphy to a great epigrapher and Iranist.

The town of Meshkin, or Khiyav, as found on
maps and documents in Persian, is located in
eastern Azerbaijan, 74 km northwest of Ardabil
and 72 km northeast of Ahar, thus halfway on
the road between the two larger towns. Its geo-
graphical situation is 47° 30" east longitude and
38° 24’ north latitude, to the north of the Sa-
balan mountain range.? The site itself lies in
hilly terrain, and there arc numerous large boul-
ders, on one of which the inscription was found.
As far as we know, no archaeological work has
been carried out in the region. A number of ru-
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ined mosques and shrines in the town testify
to the significance of the site in Islamic times,
although no pre-Islamic monuments have been
reported in the area, and there is no written
record of the town in the pre-Islamic period. The
town is mentioned by Yaqut in his MuSam al-
buldan, and by Qazvini in his Nuzhat al-qulab,
while several contemporary authors have assem-
bled the information in the sources about the
meagre history of the town, which is summa-
rized here.* The old name of the sitc was Varavi
but in the time of the Seljuk Alp Arslan, a Geor-
gian noble called Beskin or Pegkin was taken
prisoner on the Seljuk campaigns in the Cauca-
sus. He converted to Islam and was given Varavi
as a fief. Since in the old Iranian Azeri language
b- changes to m-, Megkin replaced Beskin. This
new lord of the region was an enemy of the
Seljuk Agsungur, but, as Yaqiit notes, the fief
remained “the domain of Ibn Begkin, lord of
the area.”

As mentioned, the town is situated on a main
road on the northern foothills of the Sabalan
and in ancient times was located on the border
between Iranian, Armenian, and Arranian (later
the kingdom of Shirvan, at present the northern
Azerbaijan republic) lands. Whether the castle
mentioned in the inscription was a Sasanian
military outpost against the Mughan steppe to
the north is speculative. Other historical data on
the person or family of the person, who was ob-
viously proud of his handiwork in rebuilding the
castle, are lacking. It should be mentioned that
the Pahlavi inscriptions to the north at Derbent
are much later and written in the cursive script.

The history of the discovery and publication
of the inscription is in bricf as follows.® In the






