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According C.E. Bosworth, "The Appearance of the Arabs in Central Asia under the Umayyads and the
establishment of Islam", in History of Civilizations of Central Asia, Vol. IV: The Age of Achievement:
AD 750 to the End of the Fifteenth Century, Part One: The Historical, Social and Economic Setting, edited
by M. S. Asimov and C. E. Bosworth. Multiple History Series. Paris: UNESCO Publishing, 1998. excerpt
from page 23: "Central Asia in the early seventh century, was ethnically, still largely an Iranian land
whose people used various Middle Iranian languages.

C. Edmund Bosworth: "In early Islamic times Persians tended to identify all the lands to the northeast of
Khorasan and lying beyond the Oxus with the region of Turan, which in the Shahnama of Ferdowsi is
regarded as the land allotted to Fereydun's son Tur. The denizens of Turan were held to include the
Turks, in the first four centuries of Islam essentially those nomadizing beyond the Jaxartes, and behind
them the Chinese (see Kowalski; Minorsky, "Turan"). Turan thus became both an ethnic and a
geographical term, but always containing ambiguities and contradictions, arising from the fact that all
through Islamic times the lands immediately beyond the Oxus and along its lower reaches were the
homes not of Turks but of Iranian peoples, such as the Sogdians and Khwarezmians."( C.E. Bosworth,
“Central Asia: The Islamic period up to the Mongols” in Encyclopedia Iranica).
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"Alfarabi ...counts the Turks among the pleasure-seekers and citizens of the base city. ".(Arthur
Hyman, “Maimonidean Studies”, Published by KTAV Publishing House, Inc., 1992.)
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Avicenna in the book of “The Healing: (Ash-Shifa) in Chapter 5 (Concerning the caliph and Imam: the
necessity of obeying them. Remarks on politics, transactions and morals) states:

“..As for the enemies of those who oppose his laws, the legislator must decree waging war against them
and destroying them, after calling on them to accept the truth. Their property and women must be
declared free for the spoil. For when such property and women are not administered according to the
constitution of the virtuous city, they will not bring about the good for which the property and women
are sought. Rather, these would contribute to corruption and evil. Since some men have to serve others,
such people must be forced to serve the people of the just city. The same applies to people not very
capable of acquiring virtue. For these are slaves by nature as, for example, the Turks and Zinjis and in
general those who do not grow up in noble climes where the condition for the most part are such that
nations of good temperament, innate intelligence and sound minds thrive”(Chris Brown, Terry Nardin,
Nicholas J. Rengger, “International Relations in Political Thought: Texts from the Ancient Greeks to the
First World War”, Published by Cambridge University Press, 2002, pg 156-157).
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Professor Seyyed Hossein Nasr and Professor Mehdi Aminrazavi. “An Anthology of Philosophy in Persia,
Vol. 1: From Zoroaster to ‘Umar Khayyam”, |.B. Tauris in association with The Institute of Ismaili Studies,
2007. Pg 135: “Morever, he was a master of music theory; his Kitab al-Musiqa al-Kabir (The Great book
on Music), known in the West as a book on Arabic music, is in reality a study of the theory of Persian
music of his day as well as presenting certain great philosophical principle about music, its cosmic
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qualities, and its influence on the sou
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The most interesting example of Soghdian is actually the word mentioned “b iryd”. In the critical edition
the word is shown as:

Sp8

The first letter of the following word is not present in either Arabic or Persian alphabets. Farabi
mentions “Fi Soghdiyya” (In Soghdian) and then mentions the above word.

Farabi, “Kitab al-Horuf” critical edition by Muhsin Mahdi. Beirutd Institut de letters orientales,
recherché. VVol. 46, Beirut (1970). Pg 111.

According to the Encyclopedia Iranica, the Chorasmian language (an Iranian language which was the
closest relative of Soghdian):

“Orthography and phonology. Apart from the Arabic emphatics £, d, 7, S, zand the postvelars g, h, , the
pronunciation of which is unknown, it can be assumed that Chorasmian had the following consonant
phonemes: p, t,c(=ts), k; f, 9 (=1), ¢, x; b, d,j(=dz),g;6(=D), " (=0), v (=G); m,n;s,8,2, 5, ;w,y.
Beside the normal Persian additions to the Arabic alphabet, 8 was written as a three-pointed f.”

The same information is mentioned in Encyclopedia of Islam under Chorasmia and the native Iranic
Chorasmian scholar Biruni also uses this same three-pointed f. In the Encyclopedia of Islam, we read:



““Kutayba's invasions may have ended the old scribal tradition, but the language itself persisted, now
written in the Arabic Alphabet but with several characters modified to render the characteristic sounds
of Kh"arazmian, e.g. for the labiodental fricative v or B”
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