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The Conflict between Persian and Turkish in
Arran and Shirvan

A. A. Sadeghi

The ancient site of the modern Azerbaijan (in former USSR) was called Ar-
ran and Sha/irvan in the Islamic period. In Pre-Islamic times, this area was
controled and mostly inhabited by Persians. According to some inscriptions,
Middle Persian was the official language of the area under Sassanids. In the
Islamic period, according to Istakhri (4th century AH), the language of the
inhabitants was Persian (Dari), Arrani and Arabic.

Trusting upon Islamic geographers such as Istakhri, Ibn-e Hawghal and
Mughaddasi, one can think that, in 4th century AH, the inhabitants of Arran
were bilingual, i. e., Persian and Arrani. Now the language of Azerbaijaneans is
Turkish, but there are some districts, such as Abshuran, Surakhani, Mashtagi,
Khizin, Siazan, Ghunaghkand, Devechi and Ghuba, whose native language is
Tati (an Iranian dialect). Although the main languages of the people of the
area were Iranian dialects in Islamic times, the official language was Persian.
Many poets, such as Khaghani, Nizami, Falaki and others wrote their poems
in Persian. Badr-e Shirvani, a poet of the 9th century AH, has a Divan (in
12473 lines) of which only 50 lines are in Turkish and the rest is in Persian.

Centuries before the time of Badr, possibly in 458 AH, the Ghuz (Turk-
ish tribes) invaded Arran and Shirvan. Later, as Badr has mentioned, some
Turkaman tribes (Turcs) came to Sha/irvan. However, it seems that in Badr’s
time, some Iranian dialects, other than Persian, i.e. Tati, Taleshi and Pahlavi,
still prevailed in the area. The author brings a molamma® (a poem written
in two or more languages) by Badr, including lines in Persian, Turkish and
another Iranian dialect, which proves the prevalence of this languages in Azer-

baijan. The article concludes with discussing some characteristics of this old
dialect.

Sadeqi, Ali Ashraf (Spring, Summer 1382 AP / 2003 AD). The conflict
between Persian and Turkish in Arran and Shirvan. Iranian Journal of
Linguistics, Vol. 18, No. 1(35), p. 1-12
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